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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


May 5, 1870.—Ordered to be printed. 


Mr. EpMUNDS made the following 


habe Oak: 


[To accompany bill 8. No. 19.] 


The Committee on Pensions, to which was referred Senate bill No. 19, “ grant- 
ing a pension to Mary Lincoln, widow of Abraham Lincoln, late Presi- 
dent of the United States,” respectfully reports : 


That the President of the United States, although by the Constitu- 
tion he is made Commander-in-chief of the Army and Navy, isa civil and 
not a military officer. 

The death of Mr. Lincoln occurred in the walks of civil life, after, and 
no doubt as a consequence of, eminent public service. 

No principle, therefore, upon which pensions have been granted in 
this country hitherto will warrant the passage of this bill. 

No provision of this nature has ever been made for the widows or 
families of either Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, 
Jackson, Van Buren, Harrison, Taylor, or any other of the Presidents 
or other civil officers of the United States, although many of them, like 
Mr. Lincoln, rendered the most exalted service to their country, and 
two of them prior to him died while in office, and although the fam- 
ilies of some of them are understood to have been left in very slender 
pecuniary circumstances. 

There is nothing, then, so far as the committee is aware, to distinguish 
this case, putting it upon its most favorable ground, from that of the 
great body of the civil officers of the government of all grades, from the 
highest to the lowest, from the earliest period, who have lost their lives 
(frequently by violence) while in the performance of their public duties, 
and who have left behind them widows and orphans in a bereavement 
ageravated by poverty and want. 

It has not been thought wise, considering the true nature and office 
of government ina free country, where the law ought to create the least 
possible number of favors or distinctions, to provide permanent emolu- 
ments in any form to the families of the high officers of state, as is done 
in many European countries. With us, the moment an office termi- 
nates from any cause, the officer or his surviving family become equal 
but not superior members of society. The noblest rank and the noblest 
name is that of citizen. 

However much, therefore, we may (as every one surely does) sympa- 
thize with the sorrows and embarrassments of the widows and relatives 
of our citizens who have rendered distinguished civil services to the 
country, those sorrows and eimbarrassments certainly afford no ground 
of claim for pensions upon the treasury of the people. 
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But the committee is constrained to find, from the facts before it, 
that Mrs. Lincoln is not, in fact, in the destitute condition that has been 
represented of her; and that her means must be reasonably sufficient for 
the just necessities of a citizen of the United States, either at home or 
abroad. 

On the death of Mr. Lincoln, in April, 1865, he had received only one 
month’s salary tor that year, and by act of Congress the balance of that 
year’s salary was given directly to Mrs. Lincoln. 

His SUM WAS (alittle a O Ve) s.52 2 ee eerie ee a gee $22, 000 00 
On the 15th of November, 1867, the estate of Mr. Lincoln 

was settled, and there was paid over to her, as her share 

of the personal estate, (and the same sum was appropri- 

ated to her munore son, “Uionmilas eee eee) ae See 36, 765 60 


Making a total of cash assets belonging to Mrs. Lincoln. 58, 765 60 


In addition to this there was and is some real estate in which she has 
an interest ; but as that is not very productive, the committee do not 
estimate it as of any value. 

But besides the before stated sum of available assets so received by 
her, she received, as the committee has good reason to think, no incon- 
siderable amount of clothing, plate, household goods, &e., after the death 
of Mr. Lincoln, and which in considering her pecuniary condition should 
‘be added to the before-mentioned sum. And further, it is well known 
that soon after Mr. Lincoln’s death subscriptions were opened for her 
‘benefit in several cities and towns of the Union, but the committee has 
no means of knowing the extent thereof, or whether she ever actually 
realized anything therefrom. Mrs. Lincoln herself does not seem to urge 
her claim entirely upon the ground of an actual want of the comforts of 
life. In her petition, transmitted from Frankfort, Germany, to Congress, 
praying for a pension, she states that, “By the advice of my physician 
I have come over to Germany to try the mineral waters, and during the 
winter go to Italy. But my financial means do not permit me to take 
advantage of the urgent advice given me, nor can I live in a state be- 
coming the widow of the chief magistrate of a great nation, though I 
live as economically as I can.” 

From the stand-point of a European kingdom and of European 
society, this very possibly is correct; butinarepublican country, where 
there are no distinctions of rank, and where all duties are measured 
largely by the means of performance, the committee thinks that a for- 
tune of $60,000, or even one-third of that sum, for one lady, must take 
her out of the catalogue of those whose necessities in connection with 
public service give them a claim upon the treasury. 

There are some other facts bearing upon this subject which it is prob- 
ably not needful to refer to, but which are generally known, and evi- 
dence in respect to part of which is in the possession of the committee. 

The people now pay from their earnings the annual sum of $33,000,000 
toward the maintenance of our disabled soldiers and sailors, with their 
widows and orphans, in sums varying from $8 per month up to $50 per 
month. 

In a great many of these cases this provision is entirely inadequate 
for the comfortable sustenance of persons absolutely needy and de- 
pendent, and whose sacrifices and sufferings have been as great as 
any possible. And yet, from obvious considerations, Congress has thus 
far felt obliged to limit the measure of its relief to these persons, and to 
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decline altogether to render aid in the form of pensions to cases not 
strictly of a military or naval character. 

There is no instance in the history of the country of a pension to the 
widow of the highest military officer greater than $50 per month. 
Beyond this limit the utmost has been to give the widow and family <¢ 
sum equivalent to a year’s salary of the deceased officer, as was done in 
the ease of Mrs. Harrison and of Mrs. Rawlins, and perhaps one or two 
other instances. This has already been done for Mrs. Lincoln by the 
gift to her of $22,000 in 1865; a sum producing (aside from her other 
estate) an annual income more than twice as great as the highest pen- 
sion of any of the widows of that great army of heroes and martyrs who 
devoted themselves to a branch of the public service in which peril was 
the rule and security the exception, and who at last consciously gave 
up lives rendered illustrious by noble deeds for the preservation of the 
republic. 

Under the circumstances of the case the committee does not think 
that either sentiment or duty requires a further provision in accordance 
with the request of Mrs. Lincoln. 

The committee recommends that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 


